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C
losed to H

unting in F
all 1996

F
all 1996

W
isconsin W

ild
Turkey H

unting
R

egulations

F
ocus on S

afety
H

ere are a few
 tips to help ensure that your hunt is a safe

one:

❖
B

e certain w
hat you see or hear is a turkey—

not a decoy
or person.

❖
D

o not w
ear red, blue or w

hite—
the color of a gobbler’s

head.

❖
C

onsider w
earing blaze orange w

hen m
oving from

 place
to place.

❖
W

hen another hunter approaches, never w
ave, stand or

sound a turkey call; use your voice or w
histle instead.

❖
A

void stalking turkeys. U
se decoys w

ith caution.

❖
S

elect calling or am
bush sites w

ith your back to a tree at
least as w

ide as your shoulders and w
here you can see at

least 40 yards in all directions.

❖
N

ever assum
e you are the only hunter in the w

oods.

❖
B

e certain no one is positioned beyond the turkey you
are shooting at.

❖
U

se a flashlight in the dark.

R
educe C

rippling Losses
❖

P
attern your gun to know

 at w
hat distances you have an

effective pattern (at least 6 pellets in skull and neck
vertebrae).

❖
A

void shooting beyond 35 yards.

❖
A

im
 for the base of the featherless portion of the neck—

not at the head.

❖
N

ever shoot at a flying turkey.

❖
B

e prepared for a second shot if necessary.

T
urkey H

unter C
ode of E

thics
A

s a responsible turkey hunter, I w
ill:

❖
not let peer pressure or the excitem

ent of the hunt cloud
m

y judgem
ent;

❖
hunt the w

ild turkey fairly;

❖
know

 the capabilities and lim
itations of m

y gun or bow
,

and use it safely;

❖
obey and support all w

ildlife law
s, and report all

violations;

❖
avoid know

ingly interfering w
ith another hunter, and

w
ill respect the right of others to law

fully share the out-
of-doors.

❖
value turkey hunting experiences, and appreciate the
beauty of the w

ild turkey;

❖
positively identify m

y target as a legal bird, and insist on
a good shot;

❖
share responsible turkey hunting w

ith others, and w
ork

for w
ild turkey conservation.

1996 T
urkey S

tam
p design by A

rthur G
. A

nderson, O
nalaska

F
all 1996 S

eason S
tructure:

T
he fall turkey season is a 28-day season running from

O
ct. 7 to N

ov. 3 for all perm
it holders. T

his straight
season perm

its greater flexibility for hunters. P
erm

it
levels are controlled to prevent overharvest of turkeys
and hunters are lim

ited to a zone to reduce hunter
interference.

N
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requirem
ents apply to all hunters 


in these units on O
ct. 24-27.
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n
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D
ear T

urkey H
unter:

T
he W

isconsin turkey m
anagem

ent program
continues to be a great success due to the com

bined
efforts of the D

epartm
ent of N

atural R
esources, the

N
ational W

ild T
urkey F

ederation-N
W

T
F

-and hunters
such as yourself. T

he restoration plan has been
com

pleted, w
ith about 3500 w

ild turkeys trans-
planted to unoccupied range in W

isconsin, resulting
in a turkey population of over 160,000 spread over
55 counties. T

his year m
arks the eighth annual fall

turkey hunting season w
ith over 40,000 perm

its
available in 31 zones. P

erm
it levels are controlled to

prom
ote a safe, quality hunt and prevent the

overharvest of hen turkeys. T
he continued success of

W
isconsin’s turkey program

 depends on you; your
safe and ethical hunt, respect for landow

ner rights,
know

ledge about turkey biology and m
anagem

ent,
and support for turkey conservation organizations is
crucial. M

any thanks to the N
W

T
F

 for the code of
ethics printed in this pam

phlet and best w
ishes for a

safe and enjoyable 1996 fall turkey hunt.

S
incerely,

T
om

 H
ow

ard

W
ild T

urkey P
rogram

 C
oordinator

A
sk F

irst and S
ay T

hanks!
❖

T
he m

ajority of land w
ithin W

isconsin’s turkey
m

anagem
ent zones is privately ow

ned. W
isconsin

landow
ners appreciate those people w

ho ask perm
ission

to hunt and say thanks afterw
ard. T

his builds im
portant

landow
ner-hunter trust. R

em
em

ber, entering private
lands w

ithout perm
ission is unlaw

ful and creates a bad
im

age for all hunters.

❖
A

ll hunters are encouraged to scout their hunting
territory w

ell in advance of the season. P
re-season

scouting correlates strongly w
ith success in bagging

turkeys in W
isconsin.

H
unter S

election S
ystem

❖
D

eadlines: T
he application deadlines are A

ugust 10 for
the fall, and D

ecem
ber 10 for the spring hunting seasons.

A
 $3.00 application fee is required.

❖
F

irst P
reference: R

esident landow
ners ow

ning 50 or
m

ore contiguous acres w
ithin an open w

ild turkey
m

anagem
ent zone are eligible for first preference. T

hey
m

ay also transfer their first preference status to an
im

m
ediate fam

ily m
em

ber or resident farm
 operator (as

defined on the application).

❖
O

ne-Y
ear P

reference: R
esident applicants that applied

for, but did not receive a 1995 fall hunter approval notice

w
ere given preference for the 1996 fall draw

ing. S
pring

and fall preference are tracked separately. Y
our

preference record for spring hunting w
ill not be used to

determ
ine your fall standing. P

reference for rem
aining

notices w
ill go to resident, and finally, to non-resident

applicants.

❖
E

xtra T
ags: E

xtra tags are random
ly issued to hunters

that selected the zones that have the extra tags—
the sam

e
preference system

 applies to additional draw
ings.

❖
F

ort M
cC

oy: A
pplications for F

ort M
cC

oy fall turkey
hunting perm

its m
ay be obtained by w

riting to F
ort

M
cC

oy not earlier than A
ugust 1 to: D

irectorate of
E

ngineering; A
F

R
C

-F
M

-D
E

N
 (P

erm
it S

ales); 2160
S

outh J. S
treet; F

t. M
cC

oy, W
I 54656-5162. 

N
ote: Y

ou
m

ay not apply for a F
ort M

cC
oy fall turkey perm

it if you
plan to or have already applied for a fall turkey perm

it
in a S

tate of W
isconsin turkey hunting zone. T

his policy
is different from

 the one that applies to spring hunting.

License R
equirem

ents
License C

ost: $8.00 resident, $50.00 nonresident.

❖
A

ll successful applicants, 
E

X
C

E
P

T
 C

onservation
P

atron license and S
enior C

itizen R
ecreation C

ard
holders, m

ust purchase a fall turkey license to hunt
turkeys w

ith either a firearm
 or bow

.

❖
S

uccessful applicants are m
ailed a turkey hunting

approval notice, registration stub and carcass tag
indicating the zone for w

hich the hunter is authorized to
hunt. T

he approval notice M
U

S
T

 be show
n to license

vendors w
hen purchasing a fall turkey hunting

license.

T
urkey S

tam
p and C

arcass T
ag

S
tam

p cost: $5.25 resident and nonresident.

❖
In addition to the license requirem

ent, all turkey hunters,
E

X
C

E
P

T
 C

onservation P
atron license and S

enior
C

itizen R
ecreation C

ard holders, m
ust purchase a 1996

turkey stam
p. The stam

p M
U

S
T

 be signed across the
face in ink and m

ust be either stapled or affixed to
the hunter’s license by the stam

p’s ow
n adhesive.

❖
A

 fall turkey hunting license, carcass tag, registration
stub, and a turkey stam

p m
ust be in the possession of the

hunter w
hile hunting turkeys.

❖
It is illegal to transfer a license, carcass tag, or stam

p, or
allow

 their use by anyone else.

W
ild T

urkey M
anagem

ent Z
ones

❖
Y

ou m
ay only hunt in the zone specified on your turkey

hunting approval notice and carcass tag. A
ll established

turkey zones, except state parks, are show
n on the back

of this pam
phlet. S

tate parks are not open to fall turkey
hunters.

A
ssisting O

ther H
unters

❖
N

o license is required to call turkeys for another hunter if
the caller does not possess a firearm

 or bow
.

❖
A

 guide license is required if the hunting assistant
charges a fee.

❖
Y

ou m
ay not shoot or attem

pt to shoot a turkey for
another hunter to tag.

B
ag Lim

it
❖

T
he bag lim

it is one turkey of any age or sex per hunting
approval notice. If you receive 2 tags for the sam

e zone,
you m

ay shoot 2 turkeys on the sam
e day in the

designated zone(s).

O
ther R

estrictions
❖

Y
ou m

ay not hunt turkeys:

1.
B

y any m
eans other than a shotgun or m

uzzle-loading
shotgun fired from

 the shoulder, or a bow
 and arrow

.

2.
W

ith shotshells loaded w
ith shot larger than no. 4 lead or

no. 2 steel; duplex loads containing any shot larger than
no. 4 lead or no. 2 steel are also 

N
O

T
 legal.

3.
W

ith the aid of recorded bird calls or sounds, or
electrically am

plified im
itations of bird calls or sounds.

4.
W

ith the aid of dogs.

5.
W

ith live decoys for the purposes of enticing turkeys.

6.
W

ith the aid of bait.

T
agging, T

ransport and P
ossession

❖
U

pon killing a turkey, im
m

ediately validate the carcass
tag by cutting the slit corresponding to the day of kill;
then attach and seal the tag to the featherless part of the
turkey’s leg.

❖
Y

ou m
ay not carry by hand, possess or transport a turkey

unless you have law
fully killed and tagged the turkey.

R
egistration

❖
B

ring your tagged turkey and registration stub (attached
to the hunter approval notice) to any registration station
no later than 5:00 p.m

. on the day after it is killed. A
n

additional registration tag w
ill be attached to law

fully
taken turkeys; you MU

S
T

 keep this tag w
ith the m

eat
until it has been eaten.

H
unting H

ours
❖

F
all turkey hunting hours are from

 1/2 hour before
sunrise to 15 m

inutes after sunset each day. W
isconsin’s

hunting tim
e zones are show

n below
.

❖
T

o determ
ine the opening (a.m

.) tim
e for all zones

except “A
”, add the m

inutes show
n (see m

ap) to the
Z

one A
 tim

e listed in the table.

H
unting T

im
e-Z

ones
Z

one F
+

 20 m
in.

Z
one E

+
 16 m

in.
Z

one D
+

 12 m
in.

Z
one C

+
 8 m

in.
Z

one B
+

 4 m
in.

Z
one A

in table
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M
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N
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W
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KENO
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RACINE
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O

RTH
RO

CK
G
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IO
W

A

G
RANT

RICHLAND

CRAW
FO

RD

VERNO
N

LA CRO
SSE

BUFFALO

TREMPEALEAU

S
eason D

ates w
ith Z

one A
 H

unting
H

ours

917 North G
lendale Ave.

Tom
ah, W

I 54660

T
he content of this pam

phlet
w

as prepared by the
D

epartm
ent of N

atural
R

esources. A
 portion of the

printing costs w
ere paid for

by the N
ational W

ild T
urkey

F
ederation.
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